April 2016

Published Monthly

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
So now what? What comes next? The end of my life is safe and secure in the resurrection of
Jesus but how do I get to the end of next week? What is the rest of life for? Am I just
supposed to spend the next 10, 20, 30 or more years waiting for Jesus to come?
In a word: No. There is more to do. There is NOT more to do in terms of your salvation. That is
done. That is secure. Jesus said so on the cross when He proclaimed: “It is finished.” But the
fact that it is finished changes us. This change gives us more to do.
Consider the words of Paul to the Colossians: If then you have been raised with Christ, seek
the things that are above where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds
on things that are above, not on things that are on earth (Col. 3:1-3). The death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ changes what we are seeking after, what we set our minds upon in
this life, and how we view the world around us. The resurrection of Jesus changes our goals,
our thoughts, and our outlook on life.
In the season following Easter, we are going to explore
those changes in depth in a sermon series we are calling,
“Vivid.” The bright light of the resurrection adds a whole
new level of depth and color to our perception of the
world. It brings out some shadier darkness and also some
sunnier brightness. It helps us to see and observe things
in a new and different way.
I heard one motivational speaker use the following
question as a means to get people to dream: “What
would you do today if you knew you could not fail?” As
we are joined into the resurrection of Jesus Christ, this is
not a hypothetical question. This is a truth. Our success is
assured.
The biggest change of Easter is that we learn that our
final chapter has been written and is secure. No matter
how our lives progress from now until the day of our
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death, our future is assured. So what will we do with today and all the other days between
now and that victory?
Please join us as we explore that idea in the weeks following Easter.
Seeking and growing,
Pastor Tom Vanderbilt
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Martha McDowell 17
Ned Gottleber 18
Levi Krause 18
Joan Schneeberger 18
Patsy Walters 18
Taylor Beck 19
Christine Gottleber 22
Jerry Koernke 22
Zoe Meyer 22
Alicia Schmidt 26
Ellen Biergans 29

Isaiah Dixon 1
Elijah House 1
Andrew Cascaddan 2
Ellen Geyer 6
Eric Bailey 8
Corynn Cooley 8
David Biergans 10
Travis Lueder 12
Paul Weishar 13
Lois Snover-Hanson 16
Will Hartenburg 17

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Kyle & Danielle Kopper
4/4/2000

Paul & Bonnie Weishar
4/21/1967

Randy & Debi Kelbert
4/7/1984

Stan & Kerry Chubb
4/26/2006

Ken & Bonnie Root
4/18/1970

Bob & Ruth Ann McKean
4/28/1972

EASTER BREAKFAST
The Easter Breakfast was a resounding success. Many thanks to all who helped with
set up and tear down afterwards. Special thanks to all who contributed food and juice.
We had plenty of food for everyone. Your efforts were very appreciated and the
breakfast would not have come together as easily as it did without your help.
Sara Vanderbilt and Sue Wilson

POVERTY CURE
Mark Reister will be leading this three week study on April 11, 18 and 25. Each night
will have two segments shown and discussion. There is a sign-up sheet in the
narthex.

