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UNITY, DIVERSITY, AND MATURITY
One of the marks of an individual’s maturity is a growing understanding of, and
appreciation for, his own body. There is a parallel in the spiritual life: as we mature in
Christ, we gain a better understanding of the Church, which is Christ’s body.
In recent years, there has been a growing and disturbing trend toward people who are
“spiritual but not religious.” This has led to a number of people who claim that they can
be Christian without being a part of a local congregation. This has also led to a
number of people who believe that attending worship on a Sunday morning is the
same as being a part of the body of Christ. My participation in a congregation is all
about me, my preferences, and my happiness. This has resulted in an interesting
phenomenon: hundreds of people coming together for a worship experience, taking
what they need, and returning to their homes without any thought to the rest of the
congregation. This would be like a body’s stomach digesting just enough food for itself
and not providing any to the other parts of the body. If that practice keeps up, there
will no longer be a body!
In January, we will spend three weeks looking at two familiar chapters of the Bible,
1 Corinthians 12 and 13. In those three weeks, we will chase three themes. On
January 17, we will talk about Unity, four wonderful bonds that tie us all together. On
January 24, we will talk about Diversity, a blessed difference that keeps us alive,
literally. On January 31, we will talk about Maturity, what Christians and
congregations look like when they fully embrace the Unity and Diversity of the
Holy Spirit.
The Season after the Epiphany is one that is always marked by growth into the
fullness of Jesus. I pray that you’ll join us as we learn how to grow in unity, diversity,
and maturity so that we can seek the lost and grow the found.
Seeking and Growing with you,

Pastor Tom Vanderbilt
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MESSIAH FISH DINNERS
Messiah fish dinners will be starting soon! For several years now Messiah has
sponsored fish dinners during the Lenten season. Messiah members and Holt
community residents look forward to our dinners each year. We regularly serve over
500 dinners each Friday night (nearing 600 many nights) during the Lenten season.
These dinners require a lot of planning and a lot of helping hands. Listed below, you'll
find some wonderful opportunities to help serve. Please contact Leslie Soule if you
have any questions about the dinners. For questions about a specific “opportunity”
please contact the person listed below.
Advertising Opportunities
Our first fish dinner will be Friday, February 12th. To help raise some “seed money”
before the dinners start, we ask for businesses to advertise on our placemats used at
the fish dinners. If you have a business or know of a business that may be interested
in advertising on the placemats, we ask for $100 and two business cards. We need to
have the placemat information to the printer by January 18th. If you are interested,
checks should be made payable to Messiah, placed in an envelope with the business
cards and placed in Todd Pentecost's mailbox at church. We provide the advertisers
with two free dinner tickets. The funds from the placemats are used to purchase initial
food and supplies. If you have any questions about the placemats or advertising
contact Debbie Pentecost.
Kitchen Clean-Up
To get everything ready for the big night, we are having a cleaning session.
Saturday, January 16th beginning at 10:30 a.m., all of the fish fry equipment and
utensils that are just used during the fish fry season need to be washed and sanitized.
We will also wash down all tables and make sure everything is ready for
February 12th! It won't take long with lots of helping hands. Please join us. For
questions contact Sondra Klepper.
Wrap the Plasticware
It's time for our annual wrapping of the plasticware! Please plan on joining us as we
wrap the plasticware in napkins to be used for the dinners. We serve over 3,000
dinners during the six weeks of Lent, and all of those dinners need a set of
plasticware to go with them! We will be wrapping the plasticware on
Sunday, January 31st, in the gym immediately following second service. Come join in
the fun (No previous experience required!). For questions contact Sharon Keller.
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Dessert for Dinner
What is dinner without dessert? Again this year, we will be asking for donations for our
homemade pies. Large cans of apple, cherry and blueberry pie filling are always
needed. This year we are adding to our wish list large boxes (32 oz) of cook and
serve vanilla pudding needed for parfaits. A box will be in the narthex for your
donations. Also a group of ladies meet every Friday morning of our dinners to make
and bake about 40 pies. If you would like to help out in the pie making or have any
other questions about desserts, please contact Elaine Volker.
Looking for a Volunteer
If you are looking for a short-term job to help with the fish dinners, we have just the job
for you. The team is looking for a volunteer to take the frozen fish out of the freezer on
Sunday after church (takes about 45 minutes) and then turn the fish every other day
(takes 20-30 minutes). This is needed to ensure that the fish thaws completely before
it is needed on Fridays. Please contact Sharon Keller or Ron Switzer if you are
interested.

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Messiah is looking for some volunteers to help with some routine office tasks each
week on Mondays. The hours are flexible but we would ultimately like someone here
from 9 a.m. to Noon at a minimum. Some of the tasks we would ask them to perform
are:
Answer the telephones, take messages, and provide routine information
to callers
 Help with some photocopying, collating, and stapling
 Assist with filing and scanning of documents


These tasks are just the beginning; there may be more that a volunteer could do
based on their experience and knowledge.
If you would like to help Messiah in this way, please contact Pastor Vanderbilt at
694-1280 or pastor@messiahlutheranholt.org. Thank you!
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Thank you!
To our church Family,
Thank you for you visits, phone calls, cards and lovely filled
gift bag. Most of all, we thank you for your prayers.
May our Lord and Savior bless all of you in the new year.
In Christian love,
Will & Sally Hartenburg

CORRECTIONS
In the poinsettia dedications on Christmas Eve, there was error that affected two of
them. I apologize for the error. The correct dedications should have read:
Peg & Steve Jenkins
To celebrate our children
Tom & Sherri Large
Remembering our family in heaven
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Margaret Jenkins
Karl Flamme
Ethan Cascaddan
Sandra Schuette
Jonathan Wulff
Zachary Kelly
Kara Nowland
Samantha Pentecost
Robin Powers
Molly Wurzler
Jerry Priehs
Christy Baughman
Eli Schmidt
Dennis Greenman
Randy Kelbert
Kevin Volker

1
3
5
5
5
7
9
9
9
10
11
15
15
16
16
16

Austin Alvord
Glenn Kopper
Joy Gietzel
Erin House
Sondra Klepper
Traci Barcelow
Blake Kelly
Kelly Krebill
A. Bailey
Judy Harrington
Carson Mills
Joseph Criscuolo
Linda Flamme
Ava Harmon
Morgan Volker

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Mark & Maggie Schultz
1/5/1980
Jim & Julie Keat
1/23/1970
Jerry & Marsha Ericks
1/25/1964

18
19
20
20
20
21
22
23
27
27
28
29
29
29
31

