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Summer Worship 2016
Since September of last year, the Board of Elders and I have been talking about our
Monday night services. Last summer, we averaged about 17 people each Monday,
which included those who served as musicians, Elder, and Pastor. This placed us on
the horns of a dilemma. On the one hand, we thought it was important to have a
worship option in the summer for folks who chose to enjoy the Michigan summers
over the weekend. On the other hand, we questioned whether this service was worth
the resources for so few people and we also questioned if Monday was the best day
of the week. So, this year we’re trying something new in the hopes that we get more
participation and community.
Here’s what you will see this summer and why:
Our services will be on Wednesdays this year, starting with Wednesday, June 1 and
running until August 31 with the exception of June 29, which is Vacation Bible
School. In our discussions, we realized that people may not have the energy to get to
a Monday night service. After all the energy to get ready the week before, to be busy
having fun all weekend long, and then a full Monday back at work, maybe there’s no
energy left come to a Monday night service. Perhaps families need a day or two to get
back in the swing of things. So, our Summer Services will be on Wednesdays this
year.
Our Wednesday services will also be completely different from the Sunday services.
Monday services used to be the same lessons, songs, and sermons from the day
before. This year, our Wednesday services will walk through the book of Galatians.
We’ll start with 1:1 and go verse-by-verse to 6:18. We’ll take the time to trace Paul’s
demonstration that faith in Christ makes us right with God and leads us to live right
lives with each other. The messages will have a more conversational feel of a Bible
study as well. Even though the service style may be laid back, we will still celebrate
the Lord’s Supper. We’re doing this in the hopes that some will want to attend both
Sunday and Wednesday services. We hope that this will increase overall attendance
and help to enhance the worship atmosphere.
These midweek services are important for yet another reason. In our modern world,
Sunday is no longer the reserved “day off” that it used to be. From time to time, I enjoy
going out to Sunday breakfast following worship and I’ve come to realized that, in
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order for me to be able to have breakfast, someone had to come to work on Sunday
long before our 8:30 service. How can I expect them to come worship when I also
expect them to prepare or serve my meal? By offering a worship service at a nontraditional time, we can invite our friends and neighbors who work non-traditional
hours to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. Our Wednesday night service can
provide someone an opportunity to get connected to Christ and His Church. Taking
someone who is questioning Jesus and faith through the content of Galatians is a
great way to introduce them to Jesus. Please join me in praying that we might have
some new people join us at this new time.
I really am excited about this new worship opportunity and I can’t wait to see how it all
unfolds. I hope you’ll join us this summer!
Seeking and growing,
Pastor Tom

DIAPER DRIVE
We will collect disposable diapers (any size & partial packs) during the month of May.
Also any baby clothing (gently used is fine) and other baby items. All will be donated
to the Shared Pregnancy Center in downtown Lansing. They are a Christian
organization helping parents earn items needed by attending classes, watching
videos, getting educated about their unborn baby. Their efforts are, literally, lifesaving!
Thank you, in advance, for your donations during the month we celebrate mothers.
God will bless our efforts.
On behalf of the Fellowship Team - Martha McDowell

VBS VOLUNTEERS
Our 2016 VBS will be held Sunday, June 26-Wednesday, June 29 from
5:30-8:00 p.m. It is our prayer that God has VBS in His plan and purpose for your life!
We know that Jesus will work through YOU at VBS. Would you prayerfully consider
serving at VBS? Our Volunteer Meeting will be on Sunday, June 5, 2016 between
services. Questions? Need more information? Contact Erin House (517-862-4856) or
Angie Greene (517-505-0512). THANK YOU!
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ACTION TEAM HIGHLIGHT FROM APRIL 2016:
Here are a few highlights from our Teams’ Meetings this month:


Jack Chamberlain outlined a plan for a Total Church Inventory. It must be
stressed that various teams have the responsibility to inventory certain areas only.
Trustees will continue to maintain all areas of Messiah. Our teams are always
looking for more help; contact them for more information.



The Early Childhood Ministry Team will be celebrating Graduation for MCDC on
Wednesday, May 18 at 6:00 p.m. They have 18 children who are graduating to
Kindergarten.



The Planned Giving Board made two grants to Messiah this month. The Church
Office was granted $1200 to replace two computers at Messiah and the Trustees
were granted approx. $5200 to upgrade all parking lot lights to LED bulbs. This
upgrade will also result in rebates from Consumer’s Energy.



The Trustees reported that, in addition to the lights, they have also repaired the
lighted sign on Holt Road and will be conducting asphalt patching very soon. They
are planning to relocate the dumpster this fall.



The Fellowship Team reported that the Fish Dinners netted just over $9,000 for
Messiah’s General Fund after a gift of $3,500 was made to the Holt Food Bank.
This money will be used to make up our shortfall from the last two years.



Education shared that the youth filled 550 eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt. The last
day of Kingdom Quest will be May 22. We will also recognize KQ teachers and
leaders on that Sunday for their service throughout the year.



Pastor Vanderbilt has asked Sara Vanderbilt to form a Youth Ministry Action
Team. We had 4 boys attended the Pizza Party at Grethe Nielsen’s home on
April 10 that was filled with wonderful conversation. Head 2 Heart will wrap up for
the year on May 18th. A planning meeting for the Youth Ministry Action team was
held on April 25th.

HOLT HOMETOWN FESTIVAL
The Holt Hometown Festival will be held on August 19th and 20th this year. Messiah
is looking for a team of people to organize our participation in the festival. We are
looking for new ideas! Participation could include walking in the parade, decorating a
float, hosting a booth or some wonderful new ideas you come up with! If interested in
serving with this short term team please contact the church office.
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TRUSTEE ACTION TEAM
Bill Soule and Dave Biergans discussed their meeting with the Planned Giving Board
regarding the parking lot light change-over. We will convert the existing lights to LED
lights, as well as the exterior lights on the building. Thee Electric has the job by bid.
The Planned Giving request was approved.
The kitchen and gym floors have been cleaned and waxed and look very good.
Sue Wilson has worked with the cleaning company and secured a cost to include this
service on a regular basis. This will be discussed at the next meeting.
A discussion was held regarding the parking lot, and subsequent resurfacing. The
concensus was that nothing can happen until the dumpster location is changed. Bill
will cold patch the larger spots. Stan Chubb suggested some smaller fill stone that
might be an option to fill holes.
Bill will order light ballasts for inside lights.
The next Trustee meeting will be May 10th at 7:00 p.m.

PLANNED GIVING BOARD ACTIVITY REPORT
At its April 11th meeting, the Planned Giving Board (PGB) approved its first two Grant
Requests for 2016. First, a request for $1,600.00 was granted for the purchase of two
(2) computers for Messiah; one to replace the Business Manager’s eight year old
computer, which completely failed earlier in April, and a second to replace and
upgrade the computer which runs the screens and video for worship services, whose
exact age was unknown. The second Grant request was made by Trustees to replace
all the ballasts on our parking lot lights with LED units as well as replacing all of the
outside perimeter wall pack lights, also with LED. This Grant, totaling $5,294.00 is
expected to save Messiah hundreds of dollars in electricity costs each year.
If your group or organization has a project or idea that could benefit from financial
assistance from funds available through the PGB, you can obtain a Grant Request
form from Mark Martin in the office, or if you have questions concerning the availability
of funds or qualifying perimeters for grant requests you may contact Erin House,
chairperson, at emartens34@hotmail.com. A report summarizing all of 2015 PGB
activities will be available for the May Spring Voters meeting.
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THANK YOU
Each year during the Lenten season, Messiah serves fish dinners. This year we
served 3,274 dinners in house and had 553 take out dinners. That total is 3,827
dinners for the 2016 year! To fix and serve that many dinners requires a large amount
of support, before, during and after the meal. Each night we need approximately 75
people to volunteer their time and energy to help us meet our goal. A big "Thank You"
to the Messiah congregation and the Delhi Township Fire Department for all the
support they gave this year. We couldn't do it without You! Another "Thank You" goes
out to Great Lakes Christian Home for all the support they give us each and every
year.
As we have done for the past several years, we again are making a donation to the
Holt Food Bank. From our profits this year and the donation box that is out each week,
Messiah will be donating a total of $3,500 to the Holt Food Bank!
Last year we decided that 2 free tickets would be given for the best suggestion made
to improve the fish dinners. This year, the winner of the two free tickets is Sue Wilson.
For her suggestion on how to improve the serving of tartar sauce for dinners, she will
receive 2 free tickets to be used any time during the 2017 season. Congratulations
Sue!

Dear Messiah,
Bill and I would like to thank all of you for the prayers for Bella and our family. Bella is
done with all her surgeries. Her airway is wide open and now all the breathing
problems are gone. They thought that they had found the cause of all her vomiting;
however she is vomiting again and are back to square one. On the up side she is still
gaining weight but slowly. We know that she is missing a small piece of a
chromosome which will cause her learning disabilities especially in language. This is a
very rare genetic problem with only about 15 case studies so there is not a lot of
information for us. She is getting physical therapy and occupational therapy and we
see her getting stronger every time we do face time. Bella is now one year and five
months and is able to sit for about 3-5 minutes. We would be very thankful if you
would continue to keep her and her parents on your prayer list.
Thank you,
Bill and Leslie Soule
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
Lynn Keep 2
Martin Noss 2
Patricia Lueder 5
Evan Mize 6
Brandon Showers 7
Tyler Rutter 8
Maxwell Hude 9
Cailey Mills 14
Kaitlyn Sandtveit 15
Megan Schlattman 16
Kerry Chubb 17
Walter Wonderly 17
Michael Harmon 18
Deborah Pentecost 18
Kristen Blodgett 19
Lydia House 19

Julie Smith 19
Paul Schlattman 21
Jacob Dixon 26
Jeffrey McDonald 26
Alexis Mize 26
Grethe Nielsen 26
Edward Fisher 27
George McDowell 27
Brandon Volker 27
Kathryn Malinowski 28
Brett Showers 28
Susan Wilson 28
Kathy Showers 29
Charles Gietzel 30
Alexander Steuber 30

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Jerry & Dee Smith
5/2/1959

Gary & Dorothy Spear
5/18/1968

Steve & Mary Stier
5/7/1988

Jay & Peggy Andrews
5/18/1985

John & Chisti Listermann
5/9/1992

Rob & Jessica Bonkoski
5/18/2013

Sean & Tasha Mills
5/9/1998

Ed & Carrie Kodish
5/19/2001

Frank & Kris Garcia
5/10/1980

Tim & Joy Gietzel
5/20/2000

Jim & Linda Dolton
5/15/1971

Ron & Margo Switzer
5/22/1971

Tony & Melanie Alvord
5/17/2003

