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“Wrestling with God” 

The story of Jacob’s name change in Genesis 32 has always fascinated me. Jacob is 
returning to his brother, Esau. He and Esau have had more than a falling out; Jacob 
“stole” Esau’s birthright from their father Isaac. Jacob has been gone for many years 
and now he is coming home. The night before he’s set to cross the river, Jacob is 
visited by a “man” who wrestles with him all night and finally wins by putting Jacob’s 
hip out of joint, a move that points to a more divine nature in this “man.” Jacob holds 
on for a blessing and receives it. Jacob’s blessing is for his name to be changed to 
“Israel,” which means, “He strives with God” or “He wrestles with God.” 

Jacob goes on to have twelve sons. Each of these sons becomes a tribe of God’s 
chosen nation, Israel, which will share in his new name. What fascinates me is that 
this nation will go on to live out the meaning of this new name. The Old Testament is 
filled with stories of His people wrestling with Him, struggling to keep His 
commandments and struggling to hold on to their faith in His providence and mercy. 
Jacob’s new name becomes prophetic for the life that his descendants live. 

I wonder: do we wrestle with God? Pastor, I would never dream of wrestling with God! 
He is the Lord; I am His servant. He is my Heavenly Father; I am His child! We never 
struggle against our leaders? We never resisted our parents? We may like to think 
that we don’t wrestle with God, but we do. 

In February, we’ll be looking at Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and many of the hard 
sayings that Jesus says, things like, “Whoever relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments,” “If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it 
away,” “But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also,” 
and “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” How 
do we understand these parts of Jesus’ sermon? What does it mean for our life today?  
How must we wrestle with them in our time? That’s what we’ll explore throughout 
February. I pray you’ll join us for this journey. 

Seeking and growing, 

 

Pastor Tom Vanderbilt 
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2016 FINANCIAL SUMMARY: 

Messiah Lutheran Church finished 2016 with positive balance of $34,157.27. This is 

thanks to the amazing generosity of the people of Messiah, the continued success of 

the Messiah Child Development Center (MCDC), and many of the cut-backs that were 

made in 2015 and 2016. 

This positive position means that, right now, all but approximately $4,000 has been 

repaid to the Restricted Funds. That deficit is being charged to an internal line of 

credit designed to absorb small fluctuations like this. In 2016, the Governing Board 

renamed and repurposed one of the Restricted Funds, the “Van Horne Estate,” to 

become the “Van Horne Internal Line of Credit.” Currently this fund holds about 

$10,000 of value but the actual amount in this fund right now is about $5,000. As our 

financial position continues to improve, this fund balance will continue to grow. 

While things look good now, there is still some uncertainty. Restricted funds may be 

available for use, but please check with Messiah’s Governing Board before 

committing any Restricted Funds. Budgeted Funds are available; Restricted Funds 

are still subject to availability but chances are good that they can be made available. 

Sale of the Haner House: 

Messiah closed on the sale of the Haner House at 9426 Billwood Hwy., Dimondale, MI 

on January 6, 2017.  The details of the sale were as follows: 

Total Sale: $16,500.00 

Charges to Seller: $4,275.42 

Attorney Fees: $594.68 

NET SALE: $11,629.90 

After searching through minutes of Voters’ Meetings, there was no definite 

determination of where these proceeds should go. Pastor Vanderbilt and the 

Governing Board believe that these proceeds should go to the Planned Giving Board 

(PGB) to be added to their investment capital so that the PGB can continue to provide 

blessings to Messiah for many years to come. Any questions or concerns about this 

decision can be brought to Pastor Vanderbilt or the Governing Board. 

Noisy Offering for 2017: 

The 2017 Budget of Messiah Lutheran Church calls for intentional, proportional 

mission giving to the Michigan District, the Mid-Michigan Lutheran High School 

Association, Youth Haven Ranch, Hannah’s House, and Concordia Seminary’s  

Adopt-A-Student Program. The Noisy Offering was not factored into this giving. 



Page 3 The Messiah Messenger 

The Noisy Offering has become such a wonderful blessing that the Governing Board 

and Pastor Vanderbilt would like to see it continue. Therefore, the Governing Board 

has directed the Noisy Offering funds to remain with Messiah and be earmarked for 

any long-term capital improvements. This offering will stay with us and be used to 

offset projects on the Trustee’s “wish list” of things that need to be repaired. 

Pastor Vanderbilt and the Governing Board pray that you will continue to support the 

Noisy Offering each month as we seek to make many much-need improvements to 

Messiah Lutheran Church. 

THINKING AHEAD TO CHRISTMAS... 

Start watching for clearance sales of winter items--hats, scarves, mittens, slipper 
socks, etc. These make great gifts for the kids at Youth Haven. All you have to do is 
remember where you put them come November! 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Brian Jennings 2 

Robert Dolton 5 

Maggie Kodish 7 

Kaitlin Kodish 7 

Susan Chanel 8 

Jennifer Criscuolo 8 

Barbara Monroe 8 

Malachi Schmidt 18 

Betty Bennett 20 

Allison Horne 23 

Terry Roberts 25 

Angela Greene 27 

Kara Stuewe 27 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

Mark & Paula Reister 

2/7/1976 

Gary & Sally Kellogg 

2/14/1976 

Tom & Kara Stuewe 

2/15/1995 

George & Martha McDowell 

2/16/1985 

Paul & Cheryl Schlattman 

2/17/2001 

Steve & Peggy Jenkins 

2/20/1982 

Thank You! 
Friends at Messiah, 

Thank you for all your prayers, well wishing, food and funds at the occasion of the 

death of my husband, Scott. This has been the most challenging and single most 

horrible experience of my life. You have all made it a little more bearable. I cannot say 

thank you enough for all you have done for me. Thank you. 

I love you all, Leslie. 




